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A debate about policymaking and consulting 
Given the ewrtplex issues 
p o & q h n s a d t o M  
w i t k , G o v t ~ d ~  
plwrrliCyin view&.~II is ts  

TAN WEIZHEN 
-.w 

SlNOAPORE- The qualfty of b 
bate has improved "tret~endously"~ 
but can the same be said of (Jovwn- 

ecutive Jeremy Lim - who is also a 
prominent wmmentator on hdtb- 

m J&+. 
He also quedioned how ccmsulh- 

tivetheded&mm&mare,giventhe 
COmpwtyofIssuesthatpallcymak- 
ers need to deal with them 

Inrespame, chiefofGovmme& 
Cmun-JhDevan* 
fcreedtllatthewhite~suader- 
& h g a s i a m p t h m w e r e h .  ~e 
added that the rmmberar in the white 

dl is that "Singapore's ayatem k 
very good at ptttlng out rational ar- 

T T l'mnot that clear on 
how consultative 
and how diverse the 

decision-makers are. And in 
sues, 
lice$ 
 be 

equally respected and I'm not 
surethisishappening. 

~'Slngapon's 
I y m m  Is very good 
at putaing out 
mtiona! arguments 
@ut)itir notwry 
g o d  at managing 
tho ornottons,' said 
Chief of 
Government 
CommunlcaOkns 
knmdas D m .  

guments (but) it is not very good at 
managingthe emotion$'. Alsqthe pd- 
k ~ . m x e ~ ~ h a B ~ * n m e h  
mme wmplex", he said 

"When we began in the '60~1, the 
quehans before us were all e t e n -  
tial, you either did 'A' or you die. They 
were very straightfimmrd ... stark. 
You either debded yourself or you 
lostylnw-ty,"saidMrm 
WhOiadsotheDirectorofhInsti- 
tuteofPalicystudiea 
Vi either house 85 per cemt ofthe 

population in public M n g ,  or they 
live in duma. NOW, the policy ques- 
tions nuanced, it le not obvious: 
headded 
Dr Lim andm Devanwee &- 

ing at a panel d i i s i o n  at a d b r -  

- - 
making in the Government, Dr Lim 
saidhewasstruckbyhmthewhite 
Paper did not contain a "single aca- 
demlcdkmme''". 

He adde& "I'm also struck that 
not a single acadsmie has come out to 
a a y t h t t h e d e r l y i u g ~  
in (the White Paper) stand up to aca- 
demic scrutiny. There's no shortage 
of academies criticising aame of the 
fundamental p& but I dm't see 
thesamanumber&mbguptosay, 
no,(tbewhitePaper)isbasedonvery 
g o o d s c i ~ ' '  

DrLimisntrrentlytheh.Indpal 
c o n s & m t a t ~ t a ~ A s a o d -  
atesand he hadpmkwlyheldsenior 
l e v e l d v e d e s i n # e W g a p m  
public and private sectara. His pub- 
lic sectar experiences include b e i i  
a Senior Consultant at the Ministry 
of Health, Director of Research and 
l 3 d w a b a t ~ a n d E x e m t -  
tim Director (d later Cbair) of the 
$ingHdth Centre for Health Serv- 
icesRersearch. 

Dr Lim reiterated that "diverse 

wicea'' are needed when it comea to 
complex issues. "I'm not that clear 
m how consultative and how diverse 
theckcaol+-are.Andinm- 
plex systems or imes, yau do need 
d i -&Idhwiceeb) tu  
beeqUanYmpectedand1'mnotsm-e 
this ia happen&* he aaid 

A*P=llisGMs-w 
~Direc toro fChanne lNews-  
Asia, a l s o a l l U t o t h e d f o r ~  
er phdity in views in policym&ing 
when she cited her con- that top 
decision-makers could inmemiqly 
mmefromthesamesocio-economic 
backgrouud and mix with the same 
group of people ufrom school all the 
waytoyourpmfessionalcareer". 

&This ia a gap in t .  of under- 
standing what the masses (includ- 
ing) not-BPwell-&'Shgaporems tm 
~ . W s h o w y o u ~ t a d i s c t m  
neCt,'s&said. 

However, BSI Director David 
Chan, w h  was the moderatar of the 
diacuasion, pointed out: "I t h i i  in 
werycounhyIknowof,thepalitical 
leadership and civil service ie not a 
randomrep.esentatitAe~of& 
llomMo11" * * 

N e V & l W h e @ t h a t ~  
id lsaders must be able to connect 
with tbe people. 


